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The Photosynthesizers
at Akiyoshidai International Art Village (AIAV) 2010

by Takehito Shiina

I was selected to the artist-in-residence program at Akiyoshidai International Art Village in 2010. I 
was there for 70 days from January of 2010. The following is the document of my works which 
were made in Akiyoshidai and exhibited at the exhibition entitled ÒSpace ReceptionÓ at AIAV.

Akiyoshidai is located the extreme western end of the main island of Japan. It is known as the 
largest karst plateau in Japan. The limestone Þeld of Akiyoshidai plateau was a coral reef three 
hundred million years ago. Generally, coral reefs have a symbiotic relationship themselves be-
tween unicellular algae called zooxanthellae which perform photosynthesis, and a polyp, a form of 
cnidarians, which is heterotroph. Related to the mode of life of coral reef, as the Akiyoshidai pla-
teau once was, I planned to make a monument that merging human shape with vegetable shape, 
made out of concrete, which is partly made from exoskeleton of coral. SpeciÞcally, I moulded the 
local people's parts of the body and incorporate them into a 6m Þgure of a burdock root, which is a 
local speciality vegetable. Also I made other works related to the project ÒThe PhotosynthesizersÓ, 
which inspect what will happen if a human can photosynthesis. For details about the Photosynthe-
sizers, please see the other PDF document.
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• is work is dedicated to the coral reef that formed Akiyoshidai Plateau three hundred million years ago.
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Rooting to the Sky
2010
Reinforced concrete
L40! W63! H600cm
Group exhibition ÒSpace ReceptionÓ
Akiyoshidai International Art Village
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In Akiyoshidai, I moulded the local people's parts of the body and 
incorporate them into a 6m Þgure of a burdock root, which is a 
local speciality vegetable. Over 20 local residents and 20 univer-
sity students and professors participated in the project through 
the moulding workshops. Finally the monument was built at the 
Þeld of AIAV.

Photo: AIAV
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Shadow of Your Roots
2010
Excavated stone
L1000! W96! H21cm

A lot of stones appeared from the underground during the process of making 
the monument "Rooting to the Sky".
I set those stones on the terrace into a shape of burdock root just same as the 
monument.
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Fresh Princess
2010
Mortar
L61! W38! H20cm

This work is based on the episode from The Kojiki (710), 
means ÒA Record of Ancient MattersÓ , which is the oldest 
book of mythology in Japan.
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The following is a part of Japanese mythology,The Kojiki, translated by Basil Hall Chamberlain in 
1919. I imagine that some killing or war might happened when agriculture was started in ancient 
time.

Volume I: Section XVII.  • e August Expulsion of His Impetuous Male Augustness

• ereupon the eight hundred myriad Deities took counsel together, and imposed on High Swift Impetu-
ous Male Augustness a ! ne of a thousand tables, and likewise cut his beard, and even caused the nails of 
his ! ngers and toes to be pulled out, and expelled him with a divine expulsion. Again he begged food of the 
Deity Princess of Great Food. • en the Princess of Great Food took out all sorts of dainty things from her 
nose, her mouth, and her fundament, and made them up into all sorts [of dishes], which she o" ered to 
him. But His Swift Impetuous Male Augustness watched her proceedings, considered that she was o" ering 
up to him ! lth, and at once killed the Deity Princess of Great Food. So the things that were born in the 
body of the Deity who had been killed were [as follows]: in her head were born silkworms, in her two eyes 
were born rice seeds, in her two ears was born millet, in her nose were born small beans, in her private 
parts was born barley, in her fundament were born large beans. So His Augustness the Deity Produc-
ing Wondrous Ancestor caused them to be taken and used as seeds.
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New Skin (Plateau)
2010
Print on Japanese paper, mortar
Photograph: L64! W98cm! 6pieces
Mortar arm: L57! W16! H15cm

Photo (above and right page 
above): Ryuichi Maruo
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The work series are the collaboration with Valeria Roxana Primost who is a contemporary dancer. 
Her arm is covered with dried seaweeds which are known as ÒnoriÓ, an ingredient in Japanese 
cooking. Nori is a kind of green algae which perform photosynthesis. A researcher at a Þsheries 
experiment station told me that you may have possibilities to be the Photosynthesizers if green al-
gae could live in the outer layer of your skin and transfer from old skin cell to new cell as the skin 
changes. The photographs above were taken at Akiyoshidai plateau. The arm of mortar on the 
black pedestal (photo below) is moulded from Primost"s own right arm.
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Photo on right page: Ryuichi Maruo
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Chloroplast Children
2010
Morphing Þlm (DVD), monitor, drawings on paper
Film: 5min48sec
Drawing: L38! W27cm! 27pieces
The drawings are by the schoolchildren.

I ran a workshop for the Ohda elementary school students. The workshop is based on 
the theme of 'Fruits men & Veg men'. The idea was to imagine if men were capable of 
growing any fruits and vegetables in the body, which fruits and veg would you choose? 
Pupils got excited with the idea and drew some amazing and impressive pictures. And 
then I made the morphing movie from the pictures.
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